[lt E f ACY ~ KINGPINS OF NE W YORK ; ) ; = 


. DAREDEVIL - LUKE TAGE’ JESSICA JONES - “IRON FIST is 


-« @ 
opm 


.. 
Pes 
Z 
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Y IT'S NOT 


DEFENDERS 


PREVIOUSLY \a/ FLIP AND LOOK 


IT MIGHT 
BE A 1987 JIM LEE 


pe THE ee DOODLE OF ROGUE = 


BOOK. IT’S THE 


DEFENDERS. 

THE WRONG ACTUALLY, 
BOOK. SCRATCH THAT! 

WITH VARIANT COVERS 
THESE DAYS, WHO 


KNOWS WHAT'S ON 4 


THAT COVER? 


LUKE CAGE, 
JESSICA JONES, 
IRON FIST AND 
DAREDEVIL ARE... 


WRITER 


BRIAN MICHAEL BENDIS 


COLOR ARTISTS 
JUSTIN PONSOR 
with PAUL MOUNTS 


THERE 
YOU GO. 
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MACHINE IN THE = 
BREAK ROOM. = 


ANYHOO, 

; IT'S ME... 
mi YOUR FRIENDLY 
NEIGHBORHOOD /jammmmn 
DEADPOOL. Axum 


geat 
eee ee eeere Trt 


AND IT IS MY 
VERY CONTRACTUAL 

OBLIGATION TO EXPLAIN 
THE PREMISE OF THE — 
BOOK RIGHT HERE ON \ = 
THE RECAP AND = 
_ CREDITS PAGE... 


“ 
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—at ARSE Le eo 
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STILL HERE... 
SORRY. 


I WAS 
THINKING 
ABOUT MY OWN 
UNTOLD ORIGIN 
STORY. 


GANG WAR BREWING 
ON THE TEEMING 
STREETS OF NEW 
YORK CITY! 
EVERYONE 
IS IN ON IT! 
DIAMONDBACK, 
THE BLACK CAT, 
HAMMERHEAD, VIC 


l cr NEVER 
ACTUALLY 
SAW IT.D 


THEY ARE ALL 
RUNNING AROUND 
BECAUSE THE FORMER 
KINGPIN, A.K.A. THE 


THE 
KINGPIN WENT 
KINGPIN LEGIT. 


WRITER 


UHP! SEEP NOW 
THAT'S STUCK IN 
YOUR HEAD AND LI 


TO THE BIT. 


THE GANG WAR IS 
BAD NEWS IF YOU LIVE 
ANYWHERE IN THE TRISTATE 
AREA...OR CARE ABOUT THE 
WELL-BEING OF YOUR 4 
FELLOW MAN. 


AND I HAVE 
TO SAY, FRANKLY, AT 
THIS POINT, IF YOU LIVE 
IN THE TRISTATE AREA OF 
THE MARVEL UNIVERSE, 


BUT THE 
BREWING GANG 
WAR IS BRINGING 


EVERYBODY OUT OF 
THE WOODWORK... 


AND JESSICA 
JONES, PRIVATE 
EYE AND MY SECOND 
EX-WIFE, CALLED INA 
FAVOR AND TOSSED 
ME INTO IT, TOO. 
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SORRY, NO 
BUT, I JUST 
WANTED YOU TO 
TURN THE 
PAGE. 


YOU HAVE 
TO KEEP THE 
AUDIENCE ON 


SEE, WE 
WERE TOLD TO 
THUNDER FOR THE 
LEGACY STUFF. 


THEIR TOES... 


I HEARI 
KISS SOMEONE 
BY THE ISSUE’S 

b END... 


CIT’S THE 
PUNISHER.) 


BEARD 
BURN BE 
DAMNED/ 


ALL THE WHILE 
y YOU'LL BE WONDERING-- 
IS THIS EXCESSIVE RECAP 
JOKE COMING OUT OF 
YOUR PAGE COUNT? 


AS YOU'LL SEE 
ON THE NEXT PAGE, 
DEFENDERS |S REALLY 
SOMETHING. BLOOD, 
VIOLENCE, SEX, 
CAMEOS... 


IT ISN'T. 
CALM DOWN, 
ACHAN. IT'S 


LIKE WHEN 
SANFORD AND 
SON WENT TO HAWAII 


WITH ONE FULL OF 
DIAMONDS? 


REALLY BRING THE P 


L GUESS 
I’M THE 
THUNDER! 


OKAY, 


ANYWAY... 


BUT 
WOULDN'T IT 
BE GREAT IF THE 
THUNDER WAS 
STORY CRAFT? 


I MEAN, THE 
KIDS WORK 
\ REALLY HARD ON 
THESE THINGS. 


REALLY. 
THEY SIT ALONE 
IN THEIR BASEMENTS, 
SOMETIMES ALL DAY 
EVERY DAY, WITH NOTHING 
BUT EMPTY CARBS, TERRY 
GROSS AND THE DIRECTOR'S 
COMMENTARY TO THE 
ORIGINAL BLADE RUNNER 
LASERDISC TO KEEP 
THEM COMPANY. 


ORIN THIRD 
GRADE WHEN L 
LEGITIMATELY LOST MY 
UNDERWEAR! REMEMBER 
THAT? NO? WELL, HOW 

\ WOULD you?! 


HEY! REMEMBER 


ELEKTRA 1 WATCH 
MOVIE, THE ONE FROM THE 


NOT TH 
REAL-LIFE COMICS. 


COLOR/ARI. 


SSASSIN. 
Jd CWAAAAY AHEAD 
OF ITS TIME?) 


BRIAN MICHA Sa 


WELL, SHE 7 
WAS MYSTERIOUSLY 


ELEKTRA! 


LEKTRA, HERO. 
IV Hite 


STS 


JUSTIN PONSOR 
with PAUL MOUNTS 


SN pGRORE AROUND 
'S FOR 
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BUT YOU ( 
CAN CALL ME THE 
IMMORTAL IRON 
FIST IF IT MAKES YOU 
FEEL MORE INTIMIDATED j 
AND LESS LIKELY TO //\ 


STAB ME WITH YOUR 
STABBERS. 


HAVE WE 
FOUGHT EACH 
OTHERP 


I HAVE ABSOLUTELY 
NO DESIRE TO 
FIGHT YOU. 


I REALLY 
WISH YOU WOULD 
OH OH. HAVE LEFT A NOTE THAT 
OH! , SAID THAT BACK IN MY 
= OFFICE THAT YOU 
BROKE INTO. 


YOU ARE A LEGENDARY any “a 
FIGHTER AND I RESPECT eaves 
YOU IMMENSELY. De ody.” AND THEN e 
DEDICATE THE f 
OFFICE... | FAREWELL 
REST OF YOUR LIFE j |} 
TO HELPING MR. RAND. 
OTHERS. 


THIS IS 
T HOW 
THIS IS GOING 
TO G 
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Se = = P. i £ ta 
ee se 4 


ae 


YOU 
COULDN'T 
HELP? 


ON ER PA? we KS you know 

BQ GOK f Pe) WHat 1 FIND 
MOST OF 
THE TIMEP” 


COLLEG| 
GIRLFRIEND. 


EVEN WHEN 
YOU CAN'T SEE IT 
AT FIRST LOOK, 
EVERYTHING TURNS 
OUT TO BE A BLESSIN’ 
IN DISGUISE. 


A PROPERTY 


7 YOUR MOUTH \ ' 
# 70 Goo's Ears, } UKE THIS, MISTER 
yN 


SISTER. 


YOUR UNCLE : 
DIES, IT /S SAD, BUT 
HE LEFT YOU A REAL / 

TREASURE. f. 


I KNOW 
SOME PEOPLE--WE 
CAN BRING IT BACK 

TO ITS GLORY 
DAYS. 


a 
y FIRST OF ALL, 


MUSIC IS WHERE 
aN IT'S AT. 


Dds ARE OUT. LIVE 


I WISH. 
ACTUALLY, 
CABARET |S 
MAKING A BIG 


| COMEBACK-- 


I, UM, I 
THOUGHT YOU 
SAID THIS WAS 
YOUR CLUB. 


THAT YOUR 
DEAD UNCLE 
HAMMER-- 


(OH, I 
THINK I GET 
IT NOW.) 


REALLY?! ff 
THIS rs 

Is HOW VY pIAMONDBACK'S 

IS GOING JUST GONNA WALK Je 
TO G RIGHT IN O > 


THE STREET 


“THERE'S A 
(HISTORY HERE, 
ACTUALLY. 


» BEFORE BLACK 
/ CAT OWNED IT, THIS 
USED TO BE CALLED THE 


EXCELSIOR CLUB AND USED fF 


TO BELONG TO CAESAR 
“BIG C” CICERO. 


HEAD 
OF THE 
MAGGIA. 


' WERE GLORIFIED 
> TAMMERHEAD. | MUSCLE, A BAGMAN 


WITH A GIMMICK. 


7 _ EXCEPT NOW 
{ YOU'RE STUCK IN THIS 
{ WEIRD PSYCHOSEXUAL 
THING WITH THE 
BLACK CAT. 


NO ONE 
KNOWS WHAT’S 
GOING ON WITH 

YOU TWO. 


BUSTER, I 
KNOW YOU THINK 
YOU'RE THE HOTNESS, 
BUT I’VE SURVIVED 

> EVERYTHING. 


THE WILSON 
FISK ROLLER-COASTER, 
THE OWL, NEFARIA, 
SILVERMANE... 


L SURVIVED 
IT BECAUSE PUNKS 
LIKE YOU CAN'T SEE 
FIVE FEET PAST 
THEIR-- 


FIRST YA TRY 
TO WHACK THE 
BLACK CAT, YA BLEW 
IT, AND NOW YA JUST 
WALK RIGHT IN 
HERE? 


HE WAS ACTUALLY A GUY LIKE THAT WITH A 
pire THAT HEAD LIKE THAT ee HE AIN'T 
E DID Gos THE KINGPIN THE 
THESE Fae ENTIRE CONTINENTAL 
SURVI UNITED STATES? 


WELL, FIRST 
OF ALL, NICE } 
JOB. 


B/ I WILL LEARN ALL YOUR " OH, HEY! WHERE'D 
| NAMES IN GOOD TIME BUT, THE LADY GOP THE 
MEANWHILE, LET'S TRY TO ONE I CAME IN 
GET LL aa up WITH? 


ACTUALLY, I HAVE TO 
TELL YOU--FELICIA, SHE 


I'D 
y BE REMISS 
IF I DIDN'T 


mEnON 


LF 
gm 10 PLU 


TIPS 


t “ 


if 


TIMING. LISTEN, 


9 GARY HERE _ 
WILL TELL YOU, = 
I PAY BETTER, THE ka” --AND, BRAG 
BENEFITS ARE 2” I WILL, 1 THINK 

CRAZ’ Y YOU'D ALL LIKE THE 
FEELING OF WORKING 
FOR A WINNER FOR 

A CHANGE. 


T HIRED 
HER TO SHOW 


ME--(OH, THAT'S 
ANNOYING.) 


HEY, ANYONE 
HERE LOYAL TO 
BLACK CAT WHOM 
MONEY CAN'T | NOW'S 
BUY... THE TIME TO 
SPEAK UP. 


I's 
DOUBLED. 
IL HER, THEN, 


GOD BLESS 
AMERICA. 
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; WHAT CAN 
YOU TELL ME ABOUT 
. DIAMONDBACK?_ 


YOU NEVER 


KNOW ABOUT 


SOME PEOPLE. 


(v's 
TURNING 
ME ON.) 


e 
>is 


I BUMPED 
INTO HER. 


STAY SAFE, 
ELEKTRA. 


DO YOU 
REMEMBER CARRIE 
BA ANN WILCOX? 
SHE WAS IN 
ADMINISTRATIVE 


LAW WITH YOU IN 
SECOND YEAR. 


WHAT 
THE ACTUAL 
@#5@P 

= YOU DIDN'T 
EVEN ASK HER WHY DID YOU 
ae uesore ASK HER ABOUT 
; DIAMONDBACKP 
\ FOR HIRE! 4 : 


~~ NOT ALL - i uiaee eee ATT : / 
COMMUNICATION ' hi an BRR WP SIRE Goth us 
s IS VERBAL. rel BUT FROM A DIFFERENT 


WE'RE NINJA- 
RAINED. DANNY : 
UNDERSTANDS. : 
SHE DIDN'T 
TAKE ANYTHING 
FROM YOUR OFFICE. 
THAT'S WHY 
NOTHING SEEMED 
TO BE MISSING. _ 


So, I 
ASKED ABOUT 
DIAMONDBACK 

BECAUSE--SHE’S 
AFTER HIM 


DUDE, WE'RE AND YOU'RE GIVING 
OUT HERE ON \ TeTTINe T WINK AND ae a apr 


THE STREETS 
FIGHTING FOR 
OUR LIVES, WE GOT 
DIAMONDBACK 
KNOCKING ON OUR 
FRONT DOOR, AND 


ISSASSINS 
BREAKING INTO 
OUR OFFICE... 


‘YA 
EITHER TELL 
US WHO YOU 
ARE OR YOU'RE } 
OUT OF THE 
DEFENDERS.. 


WE'RE TAKING 
A LOT OF THINGS 
YOU SAY AT FACE 
VALUE WHEN-- 


n> 


IS MINE 
NICER THAN 
SPIDER-MAN’'S? 


you CAN 
BE HONEST 
WITH ME. 


COME 
ON, FRANKIE, 
RELAX. 


DON'T 
DO IT. 
7 WHEN YOU 

WANT TO GO 


STO IT! 


OOOOOH... 


L GET 
THE ONE 
DRESSED AS 
THE DEVIL. 


“COME ON, 
ADMIT IT...” 


roe THE 


SECOND THERE, 


[YOU THOUGHT I 
WASN'T EVEN GOING 
TO BE IN THE 
ISSUE. 41 OR, ” 
regu, Gunny 
Ss; , i 
OF THOSE BAIT-AND- Bee RECA 
SWITCH THINGS. BUT SEE? Ae: 
EVERYTHING = MAILLENNIAL 
IS FINE. AGITATION ISN'T 
GOOD FOR YOU. 
YOU HAVE TO 
LET THINGS 
HAPPEN. 


OH, UH, I'M 
PRETTY SURE 


SOMETHING BD x ———————— q 

PPENS = a 

DOES THE  \ nOEEEEEEEEeN 

PUNISHER TASTE 2 Teel 

Like? 

BUT HEY, = 

WHAT HAPPENS : sa 

mes Sot = 
Cc 

THE GRITTY STREETS =. 

OF MARVEL. I WA cana 
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